
Dear Friends,
We have finally reached spring! I hope this update finds you 

enjoying green grass and sunshine. Susan and I are so happy 
to celebrate our daughter’s marriage this April. 

She is the first of our seven to tie the knot and, like so many 
parents, we hope they choose to begin their adventure here in 
PA. That’s why jobs, good schools and safe communities are 
priorities for us all.

In Harrisburg, and here at home, I commit to working hard 
for you with respect, reverence and a sense of urgency. Thank 
you for the opportunity to serve. 
Sincerely,

Eric Nelson
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Proudly Serving the 57th Legislative District

CURSIVE WRITING RETURNS!
We all should be able to sign a check 

and read the U.S. Constitution. Beginning 
in May 2026, cursive handwriting 
instruction is mandatory in all public and 
private schools. I was happy to support 
this bipartisan law to require cursive to be 
taught in early grades. Research shows 
it boosts cognitive development, fine 
motor skills and memory.Photo courtesy of Peterson Handwriting

Multi-State Energy Crisis Explained
Energy prices are climbing fast, and it’s not by accident. Under former Gov. Tom Wolf, 

five PA power plants prematurely shut down because of mandates like the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). Those facilities generated about 4 gigawatts (GW), 
enough to power half the homes in Pennsylvania. When Homer City’s 2+ GW plant 
closed in 2023, it was a tipping point.

Since RGGI was signed as an executive order in 2019, no new plants have been 
built, and less energy means higher costs. Meanwhile, Pennsylvania continues to 
export power to other states. 

We supply about 40% of Maryland’s electricity, yet we’re being forced to absorb 
the costs of their social policies and power plant closures. New Jersey also imports 
around 35% of its annual electricity, much of it coming from PA.

I have been meeting with lawmakers from Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Maryland 
to discuss reversing harmful mandates, speeding up permits and restoring reliable 
generation. The message is clear: PA energy jobs should stay in PA. We need policies 
that protect our grid, lower costs and put PA families first.

Pennsylvania boasts the most 
farmers under the age of 30 in 
the United States. This is a great 
accomplishment! We must revise 
our laws to reflect the needs of 
today’s farm families, many of 
whom have “off-farm” careers. 
That’s why Rep. Jake Banta 
(R-Erie) and I introduced House 
Bill 2119 to expand crop damage 

Protecting the Modern Farmer

S T A T E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E 

Did you know, over 30 years ago 
the federal government established a 
“Fuel Mandate,” which prohibits the 
sale of E-85 gasoline during summer 
months? Analyses of pump prices 
show increased costs for drivers 
are between 10 cents to 27 cents 
per gallon; a 2025 study by Growth 
Energy revealed it can be up to  
30 cents per gallon more expensive 
for E-10.

Gas prices are high in Pennsylvania. 
I am working to end the summer 
fuel mandate and achieve lower 
gas prices for all. Last year the 
federal government announced a 
one-year exemption to the summer 
fuel requirement and it saved 
Pennsylvanians millions.

Because producing “summer 

Time to End the Summer Fuel Mandate

protections for working farmers.
Current law only allows farms 

earning more than 50% of 
their income from on-property 
agriculture to participate in 
Game Commission-approved 
depredation programs like 
Hunter’s Sharing the Harvest. 
Our bill expands participation 
to include farms over 10 acres 
or earning $10,000 annually, 
reflecting the needs of today’s 
farm realities. This change helps 
families safeguard crops year-
round and increases donated 
meat to our local food banks. It’s 
a win-win for agriculture and food 
security.

fuel” is more complex, the seasonal 
transition places added pressure 
on strained refinery capacity. Even 
drivers who do not use E-15 benefit, 
as additional supply reduces demand 
on other blends.

Air quality and vehicle emissions 
have significantly improved 
compared to 1990. It is time we 
remove the burden of higher fuel 
prices, ease strain on refineries 
and allow greater consumption of 
American-made gasoline.

For Pennsylvania, E-15 intersects 
consumer savings and our agricultural 
economy. The Commonwealth 
produces more than 100 million 
gallons of ethanol annually, much 
of it made from crops grown by local 
farmers. 
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Firearm Safety and Rights Seminar  |  Thursday, April 16  |  6-8:30 p.m. 
Word of Life Ministries, 4497 State Route 136, Greensburg
Join me for an informative seminar designed to encourage responsible firearm ownership and a clear 
understanding of safety practices and legal rights. Please call 724-834-6400 by Tuesday, April 14, to RSVP.

Scam Jam/Identity Theft Prevention Seminar  |  Thursday, April 30  
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Greensburg Hose Company No. 1, 6 McLaughlin Drive, Greensburg
Please call 724-834-6400 by Tuesday, April 28, to RSVP. 

Hard-to-Read License Plate Event  |  Monday, May 11  |  4-6 p.m. 
Greensburg District Office, 101 Ehalt St. (The Train Station), Suite 105, Greensburg 
If your license plate is hard to read, you may be eligible for a free replacement from PennDOT. 

Coffee Talk  |  Thursday, May 14  |  8:30-10 a.m. 
Greensburg District Office, 101 Ehalt St. (The Train Station), Suite 105, Greensburg 
Please call 724-834-6400 by Tuesday, May 12, to RSVP.

Shred Event  |  Thursday, May 28  |  4-6 p.m. 
Hempfield Park, 220 Forbes Trail Road, Greensburg
Dispose of sensitive documents safely at this free event. There is a limit of four bags or boxes per household. 
Documents are shredded in a truck on-site and then taken to a local paper recycling plant.

Please join me at these DISTRICT EVENTS!
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